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Abstract: The Prophetic Sunnah is the second primary source of Islamic legislation after the
Qur’an, and it cannot be properly understood without it. Any deficiency in understanding the
Sunnah leads to a deficiency in understanding the Qur’an itself, and consequently the entire
religion. This study aims to identify the governing principles of the Prophetic Sunnah and the
proper methods of engaging with it in understanding, conduct, and application. The study adopts
a descriptive—analytical approach, presenting a set of principles that aid in comprehending the
purified Sunnah, outlining a practical framework for engaging with it, and offering an actionable
matrix of procedural guidelines applicable to real-life contexts. The study also highlights the
dangers posed by those who interpret the Sunnah according to personal desires, impose their
inclinations upon its meanings, or cling to its literal expressions while neglecting its higher
purposes. It concludes that adherence to sound principles in engaging with the Sunnah leads to
the straight path and protects the Muslim community from intellectual and behavioral deviations.
The study recommends disseminating these principles and strengthening the role of religious,
educational, and da‘wah institutions in promoting them, while providing preventive and
corrective measures to preserve the purity and integrity of the Sunnah.
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